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SUBJ: PRIME MINISTER ON PORTUGUESE TIMOR 

1. PRIME MINISTER (ALSO ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER) HAS CLEARLY BEEN 
PERSONALLY DIRECTING AUSTRALIAN POLICY ON PORTUGUESE TIMOR AND 
HAS COME UNDER CRITICISM ESSENTIALLY ON TWO COUNTS. THE OPPOSITION 
HAS TWITTED HIM FOR NOT PLAYING A MORE POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE 
ROLE, WHILE LEFT WING MEMBERS OF LABOR PARTY CAUCUS HAVE SUGGESTED 
THAT AUSTRALIA SHOULD PLAY MORE ACTIVE HUMANITARIAN ROLE ON ISLAND 
ITSELF. WHITLAM AND DEFENSE MINISTER MORRISON SPENT SEVERAL 

HOURS MORNING SEPTEMBER 1 CONFERRING WITH PORTUGUESE ENVOY DR. 
ALMEIDA SANTOS WHO THEREAFTER PROCEEDED SEPTEMBER 2 TO ATAURO. 
OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH OF BRIEF COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AFTER MEETING 
WITH SANTOS FOLLOWS: "IN THE COURSE OF DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 
ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER AND MINISTER FOR DEFENCE THE QUESTION 
AROSE OF AUSTRALIAN PARTICIPATION IN A POSSIBLE MULTINATIONAL 
SUPERVISORY BODY IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR. THE AUSTRALIAN MINISTERS 
SAID THAT THEY WERE NOT IN A POSITION TO INDICATE A DEFINITIVE 
VIEW ON THIS QUESTION IN ADVANCE OF THE OUTCOME OF THE TALKS 
WHICH DR SANTOS WILL BE HAVING IN TIMOR AND THE FURTHER TALKS 
BETWEEN INDONESIA AND PORTUGAL IN JAKARTA ON THE SUBJECT." 

2. ON SEPTEMBER 2 IN PARLIAMENT WHITLAM STATED: "NO DEFINITE 
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ENVOY BECAUSE NO AGREEMENTS HAD BEEN MADE BETWEEN HIM AND THE 
INDONESIAN AUTHORITIES AND NO DISCUSSIONS HAVE YET TAKEN 
PLACE BETWEEN HIM AND ANY OF THE PARTIES IN TIMOR. WHEN 
DISCUSSIONS HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN TIMOR. WHEN ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN 
MADE WITH TIMOR THAT WILL BE TIME ENOUGH FOR THE AUSTRALIAN 
GOVERNMENT TO CONSIDER ANY POSITIVE PROPOSAL." HE WENT ON TO 
ASSERT THAT AUSTRALIA COULD NOT TAKE ON ANY RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
A "COLONIAL CHARACTER"" AND THAT ANY AUSTRALIAN ROLE WOULD BE 
CONCENTRATED ON "ESSENTIALLY HUNANITARIAN AREAS". 

3. COMMENT: IT HAS BEEN CLEAR THAT GOA HAS BEEN APPROACHING TIMOR 
PROBLEM IN VERY GINGERLY FASHION AND DESPITE PRESSURES TO THE 
CONTRARY (WHICH WE DOUBT ARE VERY STRONG) INTENDS TO AVOID ANY 
COMMITMENT OF AUSTRALIAN RESOURCES TO RESOLUTION OF POLITICAL 
SITUATION ON THE ISLAND BUT WILL EXTEND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
WITH RAAF IN TRANSPORT ROLE AND POSSIBLY MILITARY MEDICAL TEAMS. 
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